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promoted probably for three years to come. I thanked
him, but said, " Mr. Dawson advised me to quit the army
and get transferred to the Civil service/' to which Mr.
Bourchier observed he thought such a change desirable
and well worthy the going home to obtain. All agog at
this approval from a quarter where I expected disapproba-
tion, and delighted with the idea of leaving such an abomin-
able place as Madras, I directly went to my friend Mr. Rider
to communicate what had passed, and the resolution I had
in consequence formed: upon which he (who I had on our
passage out made acquainted with my little history) in the
kindest manner endeavoured to dissuade me from adopting
so foolish and inconsiderate a measure, reminding me in
nervous language of the immense expence my father had
been put to in fitting me out, and the disappointment and
mortification it must be to him to see me thus inconsiderately
return. All this I felt myself, yet the idea of again seeing
England drove poor prudence clear off, and the most Mr,
Rider could effect was my promise that I would not hastily
determine, or resign the service without mature considera-
tion.

A week after the above conversation with Mr. Rider, he
called upon me to say he clearly saw that I greatly disliked
Madras, but he felt certain that I should be pleased with
Bengal. He therefore wished me to apply to Mr. Bourchier
to transfer me to that Establishment, which he could easily
do by giving me a recommendatory letter to Governor
Verelst, or to General Richard Smith, the Commander in
Chief. Such a change I had not the least objection to ; on
the contrary, I much liked the thoughts of it, and therefore
forthwith posted away to the Government house and made
my request in person. Whereupon Mr. Bourchier assured
me it was utterly impossible, as he would soon convince
me, and calling for his private Secretary he desired him to
bring the general letter, which lie observed the Plassey had
conveyed to India, and from which he read a paragraph
stating that as 'changes had frequently been made in the
army from one Presidency to another whereby great